QuickStart - Let’s get started!

The picture can be labeled, using the toolbar at the left side.
Let’s go through the steps briefly, so you can start directly.

On the following pages you will find detailed explanations.

Tools

1. First, take a close look at the picture: Can you spot anything?

An animal (If you can’t discern anything, you can lable it as empty picture)
A human
Something else

The picture is empty - go directly to point 4.

2. If you see something in the picture, draw a Bounding Box (1) around every animal.

3. A menu bar will open, where you can choose which animal is in the picture. The
species are sorted into scientific groups.

Choose the right species and click

If you are unsure about the species or the group, check our ,field guide® for help!

4. In the dropdown menu ,General” (2) you can enter additional information
(but you don‘t have to!).

If the image is empty select ,empty”“. Sort out empty images with ,exclude®!
If you are unsure about your choice of species you can click ,Needs_Review*.

5. .Image quality” (3): here you can specify how good the quality of the image is.

6. Ready! Click in the upper right corner to submit the image.



Need a little more help?

Look here:

Setting the bounding box

Identifying the objects
(or in the Field Guide)

Category ,General” - What to specify?

Empty - Image is empty

Exclude - When to exclude

Needs Review - Unsure?

Juvenile present - Juvenile or babies in the picture?
Outstanding picture - Special picture

Top 10 picture - Very special picture

More than one species? - Seeing different species
Interactions - Animals interacting?

Feeding - Animal eating

Wildfires - Fire in the forest?

Cattle - cows in the picture?

Selfie - animal looking into the camera

Image quality
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A) Setting the Bounding Box

Select the ,Bounding Box" field (it will be highlighted in blue), drag the cursor onto
the image, press the left mouse button (a blue box will open - the bounding box); hold
down the mouse button and click again and drag the frame so that the box encloses
the animal. This step is especially important and it should be done carefully!

,Our” Artificial Intelligence (Al) will learn mainly from the boxes what a peccary
looks like, for example.

Therefore: the outline of the silhouette of the object with the box should be done as
accurately as possible: No part of an animal’s body should peek out of the box. The
box should accurately outline the animal.

Box sollte das Tier genau umranden.

Nice example:

Bad example:

Unhappy with the box? Just click on the orange box, then it can be edited.



B) Category ,Objects
Species identification

Under ,Objects” click ,,Bounding Box", and a long list of possible species appears
(blue arrow). Just scroll down. Identification help: Click on the info symbol (i) at the
left edge of the image, then a picture appears on the right for help.

Another help is the Field Guide as well as other books.

Surely there are uncertainties in the beginning, concerning the species identification.
After all, you are not (yet) an expert and the animals are sometimes very difficult to
identify on the blurry pictures.

But don‘t worry! If you are unsure, you have several options:

(1) Skip the picture (worst option). Button ,Skip“ on the top right (see arrow)
and the next picture will appear!

Better:

(2) Dare to identify and in the category ,General” simply click ,needs_review".

(3) Under ,objects” also use the category ,others”, where you can find e.g. the
categories ,something_unidentifiable”, ,mammal sp.”, .reptile sp.” or ,bird sp.”.
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bird_sp

reptile_sp

At this point a little note: A large part of the labeled images, but especially those
that you have marked with ,needs_review"” and ,sp.” will be reviewed by us again.

How does it work? A ,review team®, also made up of citizen scientists, critically
checks all identifications again - this is the only way to create secured
(training) data sets for the Al, which we can then evaluate.

C) Category ,General”
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OBJECTS

The general classification of the image: There are twelve ,general” classifications
(multiple naming possible! Just as well as no naming possible):



1. EMPTY: The image is blank and NO object (i.e., NO wildlife, vehicle, horse,
livestock, human) is visible.

2. EXCLUDE: The image is to be excluded from the analysis because, for example,
the camera or the crop has slipped, an object (often cow or human) is directly in
front of the lens, the image is overexposed or underexposed and thus a clear classi-
fication of the animal is not possible, or the animal image is foo blurred.

The ,EMPTY" category also includes parts of wildlife that are not only severely un-
derexposed or overexposed, but whose classification is also complicated by the fact
that only a small part of the body can be seen.



Example of images that are difficult to recognize and count as ,.EMPTY™:

N
fide01:37 : 0

... or even photographs that do not allow a wild animal species to be identified
beyond doubt. Here is an example: What kind of wild boar is this?

IMPORTANT: EMPTY oder EXCLUDE -
images do not need to be categorized
further!

So head straight to E and submit!

3. NEEDS_REVIEW: The picture should be checked again by experts if you are
unsure yourself, for example because the animal is difficult to recognize.

Jaguar or ocelot? (in this case jaguar!) Agouti or fox?




4. OUTSTANDING_PICTURE

.Can you use this photo to get other people excited about wilderness/nature/the pro-
jecte”

5. TOP_TEN: If you found a really awesome image, put the cross here
Please use only very rarely!

7. MORE_THAN_ONE_SPECIES: In rare cases it happens that two different species
are shown on one picture.
Teju and Sunbittern (Sun Claw)
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8. INTERACTIONS: This refers, for example, to territorial fights or the suckling of
young animals (there are always scuffles, especially in wild boar herds).

w M Camers0370 TOFIEC 11-22-2017 11:53:35

9. FEEDING: Can you observe food intake?
e.g. Agoutis nibbling on fruits

10. WILDFIRES: In the summer of 2019, the entire region, as well as the imme-
diate vicinity of the study area, was affected by wildfires, which can be seen in
some of the images.




11. CATTLE: The study area is located in the immediate vicinity of
cattle pastures. Are there cattle in the pictures?

Bghegl ¥ camarams EXFIGT 11-19-201T 05:237:54

12. SELFIE: Please select very sparsely and only if an animal - as below
shown below - is looking directly into the camera.
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D) Category ,Image quality®

Only for pictures with an animal: Please always classify the recording quality
of the animal.

(1) .Blurry“ is a picture where the animal is blurred.
For example:
Lowland paca Jaguar

(2) ,Clear” is an image where the animal is in focus.
Example: Central American Agouti

(3) .Intermediate” would be a shot in which the animal is still well recognizable
but because of the light conditions or its own movement it is not particularly
sharp (example: Night shot, animal in shadow, animal is moving).

E) Submit

Just click on the blue button

m in the upper right corner:

Done!
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